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Dates to Remember 

Village Board  Meetings 

3/6 & 3/20  - 8pm 

Public Hearings 

3/27 - FY 17/18 Budget 7:30pm 

Budget Work Sessions  

3/22 -  Police and EMS - 7:30 

3/27 - Recreation - 8  

April Budget Work Sessions 

4/5 - Fire Dept.  7:30pm 

4/11 - DPW   7:30pm 

4/13 -  Admin.  7:30 pm 

March Events: 

Democratic Soup Supper 

3/19    Yacht Club, 4 –7 pm 

Looking Ahead 

4/8  Lunch with the Bunny   

 (register by 4/1) 

4/10 - 4/14  Spring Window  

 Painting 

Village to Move to Quarterly Water Billing 

A  recommendation to move  toward quarterly water billing was discussed at a 

recent Village Board Work Session.  Water billing currently is 

done on a twice-yearly basis. Currently water bills arrive in 

June and December and cover water usage for the previous 6 

months.  The December bill is frequently higher than the 

June bill as it reflects usage during the hot and often dry 

summer months. There are 6 tiers of water rates which are 

based on total annual water consumption. Your current water bill rate is based 

on the tier you are in and your actual consumption.  Under the new system, 

your water rate would be based on the prior quarter’s usage.  This means that 

your tier (and tier rate) could change based on your consumption during any 

given quarter. 

With just two bills/year, each semi-annual bill can be  a large one.  Quarterly 

billing would  result in four smaller bills, perhaps more easily manageable from 

a resident’s budgeting point of view.  Equally important is that if a water con-

sumer has an undetected leak resulting in higher consumption, it can be de-

tected sooner.  The staff  is working on implementing this change beginning in 

September 2017, with subsequent bills coming in December, March and June.   

We hope you find this Newsletter useful in keeping you informed about Vil-

lage-related happenings.  Help us in keeping it going. It’s expensive to  print 

and distribute hard copies, so please subscribe for email delivery.   

Village to Apply for Clean Energy Grant 

The Village Board has authorized the Sustainability Committee to participate in  the 

Clean Energy Communities program, under NYSERDA’s auspices. It includes apply-

ing for $50,000 in grant funding. The  committee’s proposed 

project is an innovative lighting program in the Municipal 

Building.  Innovation is the key to the success of the applica-

tion.  If successful, the grant would cover 100% of its cost; 

there would be no match from the Village. 

The idea is to make the second floor hallway of the Munici-

pal Building a temporary education center for learning and experiencing different 

types of energy efficient lighting.  Information about the different types of lighting 

would be available to all who come to the building.  The staff  would also be able to 

evaluate in terms of the working environment.   After 2 years of “hallway educa-

tion”, one lighting option would be chosen and installed.   

Currently the municipal building has 977 lights in it.  If these lights are changed to a 

more energy efficient  option, there would be significant cost savings as well as a 

substantial cut in overall emissions. 

Did You Know? 

1. The Croton Democrats’ 

event, Drinks & Dialogue, 

held on January 27 at the 

Black Cow, was attended by 

over 100 people.   

2. Daylight Sav-

ings Time be-

gins on Sunday, 

March 12. 
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Annual Democratic Soup Supper 

The Croton Democrats An-

nual Soup Supper will take 

place at the Croton Yacht 

Club on Sunday, March 19 

from 4 - 7 pm.  Delicious, all-

you-can-eat, home made 

soups and desserts are fea-

tured every year.  Regular 

attendees have their favorites and come back every 

year just to get another taste. Tickets are $20/person.  

Children under 16 are free. 

It a great chance to get together with fellow resi-

dents and talk with many local officials. 

Community Choice Aggregate (CCA) News 

January 2017 marked the 1-year anniversary of the re-
jection of Westchester Power’s Community Choice 
Aggregation (CCA) Program by the Croton United 
Village Board majority. The vote was 3-2 vote with 
Trustees Pugh and Gallelli supporting it. 
Westchester Power is a non-profit program of Sus-
tainable Westchester.  It is a community-based bulk 
energy purchasing program intended to lower costs 
and increase the use of renewable energy. 
Westchester Power’s CCA program is a demonstrated 
economic and environmental success.  As shown in 
the chart below from Westchester Power’s website, 
CCA has consistently beaten the standard Con Edison 
prices, providing savings to its participants.  Since it 
began in May 2016, twenty municipalities and over 
100,000 residents are being served by this program. 
Westchester Power has recently indicated that it may 
be possible for some small communities to be added 
into the current phase of the program.  If interested, 
the Village Board  needs to request inclusion in CCA. 

2017/2018 Fiscal Year Tax Cap 

The NYS Comptroller’s Office has established a Tax 

Levy Cap for Villages at 1.0115% of the 2016/2017 FY 

Tax Levy.  The Tax Levy Cap, which began in 2012, is  

set each year at 2% of the prior year’s levy or the rate 

of inflation, whichever is lower.  The Village tax levy 

for the current fiscal year was $11,313,859. 

Sign Law Proposed Changes On Hold 

Proposed amendments to the Village Code regarding 

temporary signs on private property and in the Village 

Right of Way (ROW), Sections 230-44(k)(1) and 197-8 

respectively, were the subject of a Public Hearing in 

February.  While currently  it is illegal to post or place 

signs in the Village ROW, the proposed amendment 

tightened its language.   (This prohibition does not ap-

ply to Election or Political signs which have First 

Amendment protection.) 

The proposed changes to the  code for temporary signs 

added  a requirement to include the date that the sign 

is first installed on a property (not the ROW).  It ap-

plies to Temporary signs put on private property.   

Comments were received at the hearing and by email   

that the restrictions on signs in the ROW present a bur-

den on local groups trying to promote their events and 

fund raisers.  

A request to return this proposal to a work session for 

further discussion by Trustees Pugh and Gallelli was 

denied.   

Congresswoman Lowey 

at 2016 Soup Supper 
Corrosion Control Program Moving Forward 

As a result of high copper action levels detected in the water 

supply in 2014, the Westchester County Dept. of Health 

mandated the Village  implement a corrosion control sys-

tem.   

The Village system, approved by the County, was designed 

by Chazen Company.  Pierotti Corp of Stamford, CT was 

awarded the contract for its construction and implementa-

tion at $388,500. The corrosion control system, when imple-

mented in late 2017, will reduce the copper levels.   The 

treatment will also  reduce lead levels as well. 

Daffodils 

Watch for the daffodils blooming throughout the 

Village soon.  Since 2001, more are planted every 

year by the Conservation Advisory Council  (CAC) 

volunteers to commemorate 9/11. 


